[Bronchial mucociliary function. A new diagnostic technic].
To study mucociliary clearance of central airways we used a recently described method consisting of the inhalation of 99mTc labeled autologous spherocytes aerosol. In 3 of 8 normal non smoking subjects, an abnormally low rate of m.c.c. was observed. The m.c.c. rate was also very low in 2 of 6 patients with bronchial cr. who never smoked. These observations provide considerable evidence that those non smoking subjects presenting with low mucociliary clearance may be regarded as "high risk subjects" for broncho-pulmonary diseases. The good central deposition pattern of the inhaled spherocytes may provide, in very ill patients, a non-invasive visualization of the central airways.